
Le Maya Miatsil Kuxa’an
¡La Cultura Maya Vive!

Mayan World Alive!

A Traveling Photographic 
Exhibition

On Traditions of the Sun 
Through Time and Culture



Collaboration:

Government of the Yucatán
(Office of Tourism, Cultur Services, Indemaya)

Centro INAH Yucatán 
(National Institute of Anthropology and History) 

NASA
University of California, Berkeley

Ideum
Mayan Communities in the Yucatán

Yucatec Mayan Associations in California
General Consulate of México, San Francisco

General Consulate of México, Los Angeles 



Exhibition Themes

Focusing on Traditions of the Sun
- Mayan archeology and astronomy
- NASA Solar Science 
- The Living Culture of the Maya

Photographs from INAH, NASA, Ideum, Office of 
Tourism, Yucatán, and Hernández-Cler/Indemaya



Project Objectives
Through this Free Photographic Exhibition that will travel 

throuhgout California and the Yucatán, we hope to…

 Raise the interest of the general public in Mayan culture and in 
astronomy, within the context of past and present solar traditions.

 Highlight Mayan astronomical knowledge through unique solar 
phenomena that mark the seasons in structures at Chichén Itzá, 
Dzibilchaltún, Oxkintok, and Uxmal.

 Engage Mayan youth in science and technology through solar 
traditions in their own indigenous culture, and also through 
amazing images of the Sun from space.  

 Celebrate the Mayan people of today, who contribute proudly 
towards our future through their rich culture. 



The Sun – Giver of Light and Life



Solar Traditions Across Cultures

Solar Alignments to Track the 
Passage of Time and the Seasons

- Chaco Canyon, New Mexico (USA)
- Dzibilchaltún (Yucatán, México)
- Machu Picchu (Perú)



Mayan people in the Yucatán today plan the planting and harvesting of corn 
using their knowledge about the movements of the Sun in the horizon.

Solar Traditions Live!



NASA’s Solar Science and the Sun-Earth Connection
are important to our well being.

Solar storms affect satellite technology and electric networks that we 
depend on. They also affect the health and safety of astronauts in space. 

Solar Traditions Live!



– Photos are mounted on frames without glass 
– 36 photos 12x12 in; 53 photos 20x24 in; 8 photos 36x47 in 
– Modular and flexible design adapts to a variety of venues 
– Captions in three languages (Yucatec Maya, Spanish, 

English)
– Henequen decorative panels 
– CD and Website multi-

media related to the exhibit

Components of the Free Exhibition



Grand Opening

General Consulate of México
San Francisco, California

November 3, 2005



- Yucatec Mayan Associations and 
Project leadership presence

- General public presence
- Mayan Archeo-astronomy talk by: 

José Huchim Herrera (INAH)
- NASA Solar Research talk by: Dr. 

Isabel Hawkins (UC Berkeley 
Space Sciences Laboratory)

- Jarana Traditional Dancers
- Yucatec Food
- Demonstrations of Mayan arts 

and crafts
- NASA educational materials
- Exhibit informational pamphlet
- Yucatán tourism brochures
- Computer kiosk

Opening of the Exhibition
General Consulate of México, 
San Francisco, CA



Exhibition layout and design at the 
Consulate General of México in San Francisco, California.



Consul 
General of 

México 
Alfonso de 

Maria y 
Campos

(now Director 
General of 

INAH)
opens the 

exhibition in 
San Francisco.



- Television: Univisión, Telemundo and Televisa: Interviews with  
Archeologist J. Huchim, Dr. I. Hawkins, and representative 
from Cultur/Government of the Yucatán – 50,000 people

- Radio: RadioSol of Univisión FM 980; PBS Radio: Interviews 
with Archeologist J. Huchim, Dr. I. Hawkins, and representative 
from Cultur/Government of the Yucatán and General Consulate 
of México in San Francisco)  – 70,000 people

- Newspapers and Magazines: Articles by Agustín Pradillo, 
press officer at the General Consulate of México in San 
Francisco – 3 articles – 2,000 people

Publicity and Mass Media  



California: San Francisco & Los Angeles
San Francisco: Consulate General of México; Mission Presbyterian Church; 
San Anselmo Presbyterian Church; San Rafael Canal Welcome Center; San 
Rafael Dominican University; Marin Museum of the American Indian; College
of Marin; San Rafael Pickleweed Center (3 times – April 2006, Oct 2006, Sep 
2007).

Los Angeles: Consulate General of México; Two local Mexican restaurants in 
East Los Angeles.
Reach: 6,500 people (500 per venue)

Yucatán: 22 Mayan Towns and Archeological Sites 
Mérida, Motul, Dzitas, Chichén Itzá, Peto, Tzucucab,Teabo, Mani, Chapab, Dzan, 
Izamal, Tekanto,Telchac, Uci, Dzoncauich, Tunkas, Cenotillo, Oxkutzcab, Kabah, 
Santa Elena, San Simón, Muna, Uxmal, Dzibilchaltún, Ek Balam, Chixulub.
Reach: 15,000 people (estimated)

Exhibition Itinerary



Exhibition Sites in California



Exhibition Sites in the Yucatán



Mayan World Alive
Community Event in 

California.



Cultural and 
Scientific Events 

Organized by 
Yucatec Maya 
Associations in  

California.



Yucatec Maya 
children dressed in 
traditional Jarana

attire participate in 
activities related to 
the Mayan World 
Alive Exhibit in 

California.



Presenters at Marin County 3-Venue Event:
David Escobar (Assistant to Supervisor Kinsey), Dr. Isabel 

Hawkins (Astronomer at NASA & UC Berkeley), Archeologist 
José Huchim (Maya, Yucatán, INAH Yucatán), & Don Pascual 

Yaxón (Maya, Guatemala).



Mayan World Alive Events in California



Mayan World Alive Events in Yucatán, México



NASA and the University of 
California-Berkeley Returned to 

Palenque November 2006 to 
Observe the Nadir Passage of the 

Sun and the Transit of Mercury with 
Scientists, Educators, Students, and 

Members of the Local Mayan 
Communities.  

Mayan World Alive Events in Chiapas, México.



The Governor of the State of Yucatán Opens the Mayan World Alive Exhibit at the 
Consulate of México in Los Ángeles, California: January 21, 2007

The Governor of Yucatan Opens the Exhibit 
(From Left to Right) Silvia Cicéro Cáceres de 

Patrón; Gov. Patricio Patrón Laviada; Dir. Diana 
Canto Moreno; Dir. Shari Asplund (NASA/JPL)

The Yucatec Community and the General 
Public in Los Angeles Enjoying the Exhibit.



Exhibition 
Pamphlet in 

three 
languages 

(Yucatec Maya, 
Spanish, and 

English)



Distribution and 
Demonstration of Free 
Spanish and English 

Educational Materials from 
NASA



Materials



Le Maya Miatsil Kuxa’an
¡La Cultura Maya Vive!

Mayan World Alive!


